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Fig. Port Solomon the Red Séa. 


EZION-GEBER: SOLOMON'S NAVAL BASE THE RED SEA 


Whenever strong king ruled Jerusalem, and the 
kingdom whose destinies guided was surging forward 
new, the reconquest old power, Judah invariably 
turned towards Arabia. For two hundred years, approximate- 
ly, Judah and Edom engaged bitter struggle for the dom- 
ination the trade-routes which gave access the spices 
Sheba and the gold Ophir. From the time David on, 
and particularly during the reign Solomon, Arabia was not 
the backdoor but the front portal Palestine. 
the first and the last king Jerusalem, who not only 
fitted from the overland trade-route Arabia, but also 
full advantage the sea-route from Ezion-Geber 

Pp Tr. 


"King Solomon made fleet ships Ezion-Geber, which 
beside Eloth the shore the Red Sea the land 
three years the fleet came bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, 
cocks,....a very great amount sandalwood, and precious stones." 

Kings 9:26; 10:22,11.) 
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One his successors, Jehoshaphat, attempted 
likewise, but his ships foundered the rocks near Ezion- 
they could sail their first voyage Kings 

2:48). 

Solomon's shipping line evidently made such inroads 
the lucrative caravan-trade controlled the Queen 
Sheba, that she hastened Jerusalem with all manner 
presents order conclude amicable trade agreement 
with hin. 


"Now when the Queen Sheba heard the fame Solomon.... 
she came Jerusalem with very great retinue, with camels bearing 
spices and very much gold and precious stones. soon she came 
Solomon, she told him all that was her mind, and Solomon answered all 
her questions....Then she gave the king one hundred and twenty talents 
gold, and very great quantity spices and precious stones...." 
Kings 10:1,2,10.) 


satisfactory commercial treaty was evidently negotiated be- 
tween the two sovereigns, because are informed that 


"King Solomon gave the Queen Sheba all that pleased 
her ask, besides that which gave her according his royal boun- 
Kings 10:13.) 


The site Ezion-Geber has long been searched for, 
but was not till few years ago that its location near 
the present shore-line the northern end the Gulf 
Aqabah could fixed upon. German explorer, Fritz Frank, 
was the first one discover the insignificant looking lit- 
tle mound called Tell el-Kheleifeh (Fig. 1), situated about 
five hundred metres from the seashore, and about halfway be- 
tween the east end the head the Gulf 
Aqabah and Mrashrash the west end. When expedition 
the American School Oriental Research Jerusalem visit- 
several years ago, was possible identify numer- 
ous fragments pottery strewn over its surface belong- 
ing the period King Solomon, and thus confirm the 
identification the site with Ezion-Geber. 

Beginning March 1938, the Jerusalem School com- 
menced the excavations Tell el-Kheleifeh, and concluded 
the first season work there three months later, having 
uncovered about one-third the site. Commencing the 
northwest end the mound, the excavations have revealed 
what appears the industrial section Ezion-Geber. 
large refinery (smelter) was found, containing ten furnace 
rooms, and numerous pottery crucibles placed over masses 
hard-baked clay debris. The ores which had been mined 
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the immediate vicinity and the Arabah (see The Biblical 
Archaeologist, Vol. No. pp. 7-8), and "roasted" the 
spot, were brought this refinery and converted into in- 
gots copper. Some these were then worked into fin- 
ished articles, ranging from copper dishes spearheads and 
fishhooks, and nails. each the walls the refinery 
were two rows flues, the upper row leading into air- 
channels running through the middle the length the 
main walls, the lower row penetrating through the walls from 
one room the other (Fig. 4). The strong winds which blow 
constantly from the north the Arabah furnished the draft 
necessary for the proper functioning the furnaces. The 
necessity harnessing the winds their industrial pur- 
poses, explains why the builders Ezion-Geber chose what 
actually the most unpleasant site they could possibly 
have found along the entire shore. The strong winds bring 


Figs. and Ancient and Modern Houses Ezion-Geber. 


constant sand storms with them, whose deposits the shore 
have gradually forced the sea backwards during the 
about three thousand years. 

addition its importance industrial cen- 
ter and seaport, Ezion-Geber was all-important market- 
place for the great caravans which came from Arabia Pal- 
estine. Many new pottery types were found there, illustra- 
tive the fact that Ezion-Geber was the apex cultur- 
area extending into Sinai and Arabia. Indicative the 
central location Ezion-Geber the crossroads impor- 

tant trade-routes the discovery there the first south- 
Arabic inscription ever found controlled excavation. 
The inscription can dated about the eighth century 
which earlier date the Queen Sheba may well have 
transported spices King Solomon. Other inscriptions were 
also found the excavations, among them being stamped 
jugs and bowls, which inscribed ancient 
Hebrew characters the following legend: "Belonging 


Qosanal, the Servant the King." Besides pottery, the 


busy city Ezion-Geber produced beads, baskets, mats, 
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ropes, yarn, and other objects for home use and commercial 
purposes 
The copper which was mined the Arabah and refined 
Ezion-Geber, formed the main export article which Solo- 
mon sent ship and caravan Arabia exchange for 
the valuable commodities obtainable there. was trade 
from which waxed exceedingly wealthy. are told that 


"the weight gold which came Solomon single year was six hun- 
dred and sixty-six talents gold, beside that which came from the 
traffic the merchants, and from all the kings Arabia, and from 
the governors the land" Kings 


Nelson Glueck* 


Figs. and Flues the Refinery, and the Sorting 
Pottery Ezion-Geber. 


"QOSANAL, SERVANT THE KING" 


another article Dr. Glueck has given more details 
about name the man whose seal was found stamped 
pottery Ezion-Geber. Most interesting the fact that 
the name not Israelite, but probably Edomite. The first 
syllable the name, Qos (then pronounced Qaus), was the 
name god that region who was very popular, especial- 
later times. The seal indicates that the man was 
royal official, perhaps charge the 
Ezion-Geber. Unfortunately, cannot sure the identi- 
fication "the king." There still some doubt 
whether the name "Qausanal" "Qausamal," and also wheth- 
the official title read "servant" "officer," 
but all this does not affect the general 
this important discovery. 


The American School Oriental Research Jerusalen. 
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THE FORTRESS ANTONIA AND THE PRAETORIUM 


Many reverent but disillusioned visitor Jeru- 
salem, following the pilgrims Friday afternoon from 
Station the Cross another along the "Via Dolorosa," 
has wished that our knowledge the places hallowed the 
gospel record were not dependent upon late and doubtful 
traditions. Not only are the streets which Jesus actual- 
walked now many feet below the present surface the 
earth; even the beginning and the end the Way the 
Cross--the place where Jesus was condemned Pilate and 
the place where was crucified--are not surely known, much 
the route which was followed from the one the other. 

The traditional site Pilate's judgment seat 
just north.of the temple area. The narrow street here 
spanned what commonly called the Ecce Homo arch, be- 
cause the belief that this spot Pilate said, "Behold 


Fig. The "Place Called the Pavement" (John 19:13). 


man." This arch was not standing the time Jesus 
was built the second century the emperor Hadrian. 
stands, however, ground formerly covered Herod's 
fortress, named Antonia after his friend Mark Antony. This 
was existence Jesus' lifetime, and 
possible that Pilate used his headquarters. 

One end the Ecce Homo arch stands building 
belongs the Sisters Zion. During the past few 
years excavations have been made this property the dis- 
tinguished and beloved French archaeologist, Father Vincent, 
the Dominican school Jerusalem. With his kind permis- 
sion this brief account and the accompanying pictures are 
given. Figure shows Vincent's reconstruction the plan 
the fortress, based portions masonry still visible 
above below ground. The corner marked stands beside 
marrow street and incorporated buildings relative- 
recent construction. the bare rock exposed, 
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bounding the temple area the north. ramp lead- 


ing from the street courtyard where the procession 
the Via Dolorosa starts. the Ecce Homo arch, span- 
ning the street, with its northern end, inside the chapel 
the Sisters Zion. 

Below the letter the corner the wall, 
double chamber cut out the rock. Vincent concludes from 
his careful study this that had originally beena tomb, 
but that the Roman period was adopted the purpose 
guardroom the gateway the fortress, and be- 
lieves that here were posted the soldiers who mocked Jesus, 
putting Him the purple robe and the crown thorns. In- 
side the gateway, under the buildings the Sisters Zion, 
lies massive stone pavement (Fig. 6); this Vincent identi- 
fies with the "place called the Pavement" (John 19:13), where 
Pilate's judgment seat was placed. 


Figs. and Plan the Fortress Antonia and Roman Game. 


particular interest complicated design 
scratched the pavement (Fig. the spot marked 
Fig. comparison with similar figures elsewhere this 
known game played the Romans, and accounts 
such games given Latin authors have striking contacts 
with the story the brutal sport which Jesus.was made 
the object. 

Perhaps the Praetorium where Jesus appeared before 
Pilate was not this part the city all. Dalman lo- 
cates the Citadel, near the Jaffa Gate, and 
least succeeds showing how uncertain and unreliable the 
traditions about are (Sacred Sites and Ways, 335 ff.). 
the other hand, not impossible that Vincent 
right thinking that the ancient pavement the property 
the Sisters Zion the very one where Jesus was con- 
and where the soldiers cruelly mocked Him. Whether 
this not, these discoveries provide vivid 
tration the record. may just well that can- 
not sure the spot, lest fall into idolatry. 
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Wherever Pilate's Praetorium was, the fortress An- 
tonia was undoubtedly the "castle" which Paul was 
prisoned when the Roman officer rescued him from mob 
the temple (Acts 21:27 ff.). This incident gives added in- 
terest Father Vincent's investigations. 


Millar 


"THERE THE SHIPS" 
(Ps. 104:26) 


The people Israel were late going "down the 
sea ships." Their homes had been the hill country, 
and good harbors had always been foreign control. was 
Solomon who, obtaining the most authoritative information 
the latest fashions shipbuilding, made the first 
Israelite attempt put sea. What was the nature his 
ships? 


tee 


Figs. and 10. Ships Phoenicia. 


early 3000 B.C. men had learned navigate 
both the Nile and the Euphrates. During the Patriarchal 
period, sea trade was great business over which wars were 
fought. was the Phoenicians, however, who became the 
greatest seafarers the ancient world, their boats touch- 
ing every harbor the Mediterranean during the time 
the Israelite kings. When Solomon wished set sail from 
what was more natural than that should turn 
help the Phoenician, Hiram Tyre, who sent his 
"shipmen that had knowledge the sea" Kings 9:27)? 
Records Phoenician shipbuilding have been pre- 
served people other lands. Figure drawing 
Egyptian painting which shows Syrian ships being 
Egyptian harbor (about 1400 B.C.). seems 
that they are Syrian, since the Egyptian artist has 
been very careful show that they are manned and command- 
Semites with long beards, contrast clean-shaven 
officials other parts the painting. 
also that the objects being unloaded are from Syria. 


*Professor the Divinity School Yale University, and 
The American Schools Oriental Research. 
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The type boat like that used Egypt: the half-moon 
shape, the high stern and bow, two large oars 
two yards holding single square sail, etc. 
Figure Phoenician battleship and treding 

vessel from later period, represented Nineveh 
wall the palace Sennacherib (about 700 B.C.). 
time several innovations have been introduced, and have 
here the general type ship which Solomon must have built 
with Hiram's aid. Especially striking the change 
shape: high stern and sharp, pointed ram front. The 
latter was especially useful sinking another ship 
tle. notice also two decks, the lower which are 
two rows four oars each, sixteen rowers all. Passen- 
gers, both men and women, can seen the upper deck. 
change has been made the type sail; only one yard 
used and the sail furled when anchor unfavora- 
ble weather. This was great advance over the Egyptian 
ship, the sail which was difficult furl, and the 
yard always the way during battle. This type 
vessel was very popular the Mediterranean after 1000 
and evidently was borrowed the Greeks from the 
cians, since appears some the earliest Greek vase 
paintings the period. Ships that docked Ezion-Geber 

robably looked something like this one Nineveh 


For description the breadth and wealth Phoenician 


commerce, see Ezekiel 27.) 
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